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On Expertise Change: The Use and Misuse of Cultural Evolutionary Models
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Abstract:

My dissertation criticizes Peter Richerson, Robert Boyd, and Joseph Henrich’s use of population models
to explain cumulative cultural change. I argue that the primary utility of their explanatory framework
is to explain expertise change during the late Pleistocene, but given what we know about expertise
acquisition, their models of social learning at the individual level are overly idealized. More realistic
models of expertise acquisition are incompatible with the assumptions of their population models.
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